Press Kit

SCS Global Services / Green Building

Summary of Programs and Services
for the Green Building Sector
SCS Global Services (SCS) has been providing global leadership in third-party environmental and sustainability certification, auditing, testing, and standards development for three decades.
We independently evaluate products, services, and management systems to confirm practices and
processes that advance the goals of sustainable development and give innovators a competitive advantage. We also play an active role in the development of national and international environmental
and sustainability standards to create a framework for continuous improvement. With programs that
span a wide cross-section of industries, we can support green building sector goals, prevent greenwashing, enable decision-makers at all levels to make better-informed decisions, and help companies
earn credits under LEED v4, BREEAM, and other rating systems.
SCS is a California Benefit Corporation, reflecting our commitment to socially and environmentally
responsible business practices.
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Buildings and Interiors

§

Manufacturers are innovating in response to the strong demand
from business customers, government procurement agencies
and consumers for building products and materials that meet
specific environmental criteria. Third-party certification against
recognized standards assures customers that the green product
claims represent substantial environmental accomplishments.

§

§

BIFMA e3 level®
Assures customers that furniture manufacturers are
committed to environmental and social leadership practices
across the product life cycle. Certified furniture qualifies for
LEED v4 credit.
CARB Formaldehyde Compliance
SCS certifies composite wood products that comply fully with
the California Air Resources Board (CARB) Airborne Toxic
Control Measure (ATCM 93120) for formaldehyde emissions.
Producers selling hardwood plywood (veneer or composite
core), particleboard, and medium density fiberboard (MDF)
products in California must comply.

SCS Indoor Advantage/Indoor Air Advantage GoldTM
Demonstrate success in protecting indoor air quality by
minimizing volatile organic compound (VOC) chemicals
associated with office furniture and a wide range of building
materials. Certified products meet stringent CA01350
standards, and qualify for LEED credits, BREEAM credits, and
more.

Responsible Forest Products
SCS was an early pioneer in the field of responsible forest
management certification and specializes in forest management
and chain-of-custody product certification under the most
reputable certification schemes globally. Certified forest products
qualify for contribution to LEED v4 credit.

§

FSC® Chain of Custody
Assure customers that wood and paper products meet
the world’s most stringent environmental, ethical, and
economic sourcing standards with Forest Stewardship
Council® Chain of Custody (FSC CoC) certification.

§

FEMB level®
FEMB level is a pan-European certification scheme designed
to deliver the most open and transparent means of
evaluating and communicating the environmental and social
impacts of furniture products in the built environment.

§

SFI® Chain of Custody and Fiber Sourcing
Sustainable Forestry Initiative® (SFI) is one of the leading
certifications to show consumers and stakeholders that
your wood and paper products are sourced responsibly by
tracking fiber content from certified responsible forests.

§

FloorScore®
Floorscore®, a program of the Resilient Flooring and
Coverings Institute (RFCI), promotes indoor air quality
among hard surface flooring and flooring adhesives
manufacturers. Certification to this standard qualifies
products for LEED v4 EQ2 credit, CA 01350, CHPS, ASHRAE
and more.

§

PEFC Chain of Custody
CoC Certification under the Programme for the
Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) Standard
provided independent verified assurance that products
originate from sustainably managed forests CoC.

§

FSC® Certified Forests
FSC forest management certification guarantees customers
that products from forestry operations meet the world’s
most stringent environmental, economic, and social
standards for forest management.

§

Timber Legality
SCS verification provides third-party assurance that
products meet the requirements of timber harvest and
import laws, including the United States Lacey Act and the
European Union Timber Regulation.

§

§

Green Squared®
Green Squared®, a program of the Tile Council of
North America (TCNA) under ANSI A138.1, recognizes
environmental and social achievements made across the
product life cycle of ceramic tile, glass tile, or tile installation
materials.
NSF/ANSI 140, 332, and 336 “FACTS”
SCS certifies products against NSF/ANSI multi-attribute
standards for carpet, resilient flooring, and commercial
fabrics for environmental, economic, and social excellence.

SCSglobalServices.com
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Climate Change Services

LCA-Related Services

Climate change is among the most challenging issues of our
time. Innovative companies are demonstrating leadership by
addressing climate change as an integral part of their business
strategies, and are realizing increasing market benefits in
the process. Tackling global and regional climate change is a
collaborative effort, involving new ideas, new technologies, and
new carbon markets. SCS has been at the forefront of this
emerging field, providing third-party verification and validation
services for carbon footprints, carbon offsets, carbon neutrality,
and specialized climate needs.

SCS has been a pioneer and leader in the field of Life Cycle
Assessment (LCA) and LCA-based environmental labeling, involved
in the development of national and international standards, and
providing reputable third-party certification.

§

Carbon Offset Verification
Generate carbon credits for carbon offset projects that
are credible, transparent, and tradable in global carbon
markets. SCS Global Services provides carbon offset
verification for projects targeting forests, land-use, landfills,
livestock, elimination of ozone depleting substances, and
more.

§

Corporate Carbon Footprint
Benefit from emission trading and product labeling
schemes by measuring and publishing carbon
footprint data. SCS Global Services can assess or verify
the greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions produced by
organizations, supply chains, and across the full product
life cycle.

§

Carbon Neutral
Achieve PAS 2060 Carbon Neutral certification by validating
carbon footprint data, GHG reduction measures, and
carbon offset programs.

§

Product Carbon Footprint
SCS helps companies understand their life cycle GHG
impacts, identify hot spots in the supply chain, determine
continuous improvement strategies, and satisfy customer
and stakeholder expectations.

§

Corporate Sustainability Consulting
SCS’ expert team and databases, based in cutting-edge life
cycle assessment (LCA), enable companies to optimize the
sustainability performance of business operations, supply
chains, products and buildings.

§

Environmental Product Declaration (EPD)
SCS offers basic LEEDv4-compliant EPDs suitable for LEED
credit, as well as EPDs based on advanced LCA for more
comprehensive, accurate and reliable results that support
product comparisons and more fully inform decisionmaking. SCS is ANSI accredited as an independent EPD
Verifier. EPDs are recognized by a growing number of green
rating systems.

§

Life Cycle Assessment (LCA)
SCS offers the most scientifically rigorous, state-of-theart LCA available today, to help companies more fully
understand and manage supply chains, optimize product
design and operational efficiencies, and satisfy customer
requests for environmental knowledge.

§

Product Category Rules
PCRs are the backbone of EPDs, specifying the rules and
scope of the LCA conducted upon which EPDs are based.
SCS is an ANSI-accredited eligible PCR Program Operator.

§

SCS Environmentally Preferable Product
EPP certification is reserved for products that perform as
well or better than other products serving the same function
in every environmental impact category, across every stage
of the product life cycle, with no environmental trade-offs.

Additional Featured Certifications

§

Third-party certification to SCS’ industry-recognized standards
enables companies to demonstrate environmental stewardship
and sustainability accomplishments with transparent
environmental claims. SCS empowers manufacturers, buyers,
and retailers to prove market leadership, satisfy supply chain
partners, and build your brand with scientifically-backed
environmental performance ecolabels.

Recycling Program
SCS assesses company recycling programs and reclamation
facilities to lend independent credibility to waste diversion
efforts and recycling rates.

§

Responsible Metals, Mining and Jewelry
SCS verifies metals, mining, and jewelry from companies that
meet fundamental benchmarks of social and environmental
responsibility and traceability.

§

Zero Waste
Landfill-Free verification helps organizations demonstrate
environmental stewardship by identifying and quantifying
their waste streams and verifying waste reduction efforts,
including recycling, reclaiming, composting, reuse, and
waste to energy.

§

AWS
The Alliance for Water Stewardship (AWS) is the first
comprehensive global standard defining the responsible use
of water for individual facilities or group sites within a single
watershed.

§

Asthma & Allergy Friendly® Certification
The asthma & allergy friendly® Certification Program is the
world’s most recognized certification mark for products
and services that are more suitable for people with asthma
and allergies. SCS Global Services has partnered with the
international standards organization, Allergy Standards
Limited, to offer services to manufacturers who are seeking
asthma & allergy friendly® certification for their products.

§

Biodegradable
SCS certification enables companies to demonstrate that
cleaners, degreasers, detergents, and soaps break down
harmlessly in the environment.

§

Certified Responsible Source™
This certification enables companies to demonstrate
commitment to socially and environmentally responsible
manufacturing practices related to finished products,
from apparel and footwear to upholstered furnishings,
housewares and geotextiles.

§

Health Product Declaration/Declare Label
SCS provides third-party verified materials declarations
under the HPD Collaborative and the International Living
Future Institute’s initiatives for product chemical contents,
including chemicals of concern and their related health
hazards, to meet customer specifications.

§

Recycled Content
SCS certifies the amount and type of post- and preconsumer content in products to satisfy supply chain
partners, meet LEED requirements, comply with
government, institution, and corporate purchasing
requirements, and satisfy consumers.

SCSglobalServices.com
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Media Contact
We are very pleased to help put journalists and editors in touch with our in-house experts to answer your
questions related to food and agriculture, and to provide blog content and by-lined articles on topics of
interest to your readers.
Linda Brown
lbrown@scsglobalservices.com | (510) 504-0226
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2000 Powell St., Ste 600 Emeryville, CA. 94608 . +1.800.326.3228
info@scsglobalservices.com . www.scsglobalservices.com

